Great Obie&tion 


Concerning the 


QUAKERS 


Fully Anſwered, 


Wherein, im ſeveral Particulars, it is pro? 

That although che fa Pcople do meec toge. - Ot rliey 
arenot tranſgrefſors of theLaw, according +» *r7+; Rea» 
ſos, which is the Ground andFountdatior i.vt5 
' and. therefore according to Equity and good 
Conſcience, oughtmor to ſuffer for ſo doing, 
neither ought: their MEETINGS 
ro be ſuppreſ}, 
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By a lover of all righteous Laws, and juſt Government, and 
' one unto whom ſuch Laws are not a terror, R, W, 
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The Law u grod if 4 nan uſe it lawfully ,, for the Law us not made for 

' 4 righteoua man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient , for the ungodly 
asd for ſinners , for the unholy and prophane, &c, and pany ary 
other thing that 1s contrary ts ſound Dottrine, 1 Tim.1, 8,9,10. 
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By a lover of all righteous Laws, and juſt Government, and 
one unto whom ſuch Laws are not a terror, R, W, 
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The Law us godif 4 man uſe it lawfwlly ;, for the Law us not made for l 

' 4 righteous man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient , for the n»godly y 
ard for ſinners , for the wnholy and prophane, &c, and againſt any 
other thing that 1s contrary ts ſound Dottrine, x Tim.1, 8,9,10. 
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T he great Ougettion concerning the Qua- 
keÞs FX, 000 fully anſmgged. 


Heres it i: oljered againſt the ouple coiled Oua- 
hers, That th 7 are tray Jgreſors of 1 Kg: Law, aid 
there! C re th: rf eri PI) wh! ch u 17! [ted up n hem, is 
int, a dhe May; Thats bound by his O th to 111 fi2 the 


"ime: ard thu f they winld feet themſelves from theſe | ifferings they 
mu ; 7 '0r 13 ! e2 if c Law ” Ga i that they may not call je Ls j1E1 "INfs 
fe je #:/04 "_- {crencesſakg, but eoecmion of the Li id Aims 
Eo/TY 4: 107 9; J* Oo 

A':d t-r-tmuch as the C(2id people called Oxalczr,are found 
i eh practice of chat which ſeems to be forbid. en by che 
Law, and +neretore by many are judged tranſgreſſ:rs of the 
Liz be tleſe following particulars being ſerioully weighed, and 


dticly C: ads. m:y ſer-ero convince all ſober-minded 
peopie, tliat accor Jing ro thertrue intent and meaning of the 
Law, { es1t 1s agreeable tothe righteous end of all Govern- 
men ) the ſ2id people are not guilty of the tranſgreſſion 
thereof; and th refore in Equity and good Conſcience ought 
nor co ſutferthe penalties, and undergo the puniſhments that 
are therein preſcribed, 


I, The juſt Laws of Ez cl. »d, and all Nations, are grounded 
upen Right Reaſon; and 1 ic hath been the declared OF-111410N of 
te molt able L anger, (yea, and a Maxime among them ) 
Thar whatever Law 1+ mace, it it be not grounded upon right 
Rezſun, and heth not char for its toundation, ſuch a Law to 
made, is 11 it {cif nuilland void. 


IT, An; !rhis Right Reaton ! hath always reſpe& tothe good 
and weil being of all peopie, whoare to be governey by ſuch 
Laws, to protect, countenance and encourage the good in the 
well- -doing, and to diſcountenanceand Paiſh the colitrary, 
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and to prevent men from doing evil, ai... from hurting, ine. 
ring and deſtroying one another, and to keep all in peace and 
love, that people might live a quiet and peaceable lite, in all 
godlineſs and lonefty : And this is the righteous End of all 
Government;and ifany Lawbe made contrary tothis End,ys 
tgainft the very Bring and End of all juſt Governmeac, 


I TI. And cafon of the Law is expreſſed in the Pream- 
bleco the Law ogggratute , and the Reaſon (o exprelled oupghe 
always tobe che uteof his, or their Judgementrs ( both jn 
the Expoliton and" Execution rhereof ) who are intruſted 
with the Auminifiration of che Law , and Judgement oughr 


to be giver wccorcingly, 


IV. And herein onely doth the Magiſtrate perform his raft 
and keep his Oath, as he hath reſpeCt to the Reaſon on which 
the Law is grounded, and makes that the Rule of his j.1dge- 
ment in all caſts, and proceeds accordingly; and nortin the 
ſt1:& obſervance of the Formalities and Pun&illives, which 
are but the >kires and fubburds of the Law, Reaſon being the 
very life and (ubſtance thereof, 


V. Andif any judgement be given, or Law put in executi- 
on contrary tothe Reaſon of the Law, ſuch a Judgement or 
Execution 1+ in it ſelf unjuſt, and contrary to the Law. and 
thereſore may nor be called Execution of Juſtice, or Amin 
firation of the Law, but Injuttice and Opprefiion on whomſce 
ever ic is ated, 


VI. Andif that which is alledged as the Reaſon ofthe Law 
(and ought ro be theRule of Judgemenrin che Adminiſtra- 
tion and Execution thereof ) benorſo in it teif, then ſ:ch a 
Lz2w (o made, is groundlels, and without foindation ; and as 
its ſaid, Where there :5 0 Law, there zs no trar{oreſſicn, ſowhere 
chereisno cauſe found winch is atledzed as the Reaſon of the 
Law, there being no tranſ;refhon or evil committed, there is 
no need of a Law. 


VII. Now the Reafon expreft in the Pceamble to the Law 
_made 
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made againſt the Meetings of the People called Onakers , is 4 
ſuggeſtion, that under pretence of Religious Woilhip, the ſaid 
perſons do often aſſemble themſelves in great numbers in ſe- 
veral parts of this Realm,cothe great endangering of the pub- 
like peace and lafety,and co the terror of the people, by main- 
taining a ſecret and ſtrift coreeſpendence amonglt chem(elves, 
&c. Theſe are the words in the Preamble to the Law, as che 
reaſon thereof. & 8 

| VII, An1if the cafe were rightly ſtated, and their Judge. 
| ments truly informed who made ch:s Law, a$concerniug the 
end and intent of ſuch Meetings, and that Yhey were really of 
ſuch bad Confequence,& would produce ſuch evil effe&s,then 
it were good reaton toſupprels them, and this reaſon were a 
good ground and foundation for fuch a Law, becauſe ic makes 
proviſion for publike peace and fitety, and co prevent the 
contrary, 

IX, Bur if checaſe be miſ-ſtate] concerning the end and in. 
rent of ſuch their Meetings; and that it neither hath, doth, vr 
can produce ſuch etf-&s as 1> ſuzgeſted, then there is no rea- 
{on for ſuch a Law, and ſo no ground nor foundation, and 
conlequently no Law; and whetie there is no Law, there can be 
no tranſgreſlivn, and in good Conſcience ought to be no pu- 
niſhmenr. | 

X, And the Reaſon of the Law being the Rule of Jadge- 
ment toevery one, in the Expoſition, Execution and Admini- 
firation of the Law, 11 orderto the performing their Truft, 
and keeping their Oths inviolably, it they are perlwaded in 
their Conſciences that che people called Quakers arenot guilty 
of the crimes ſurgeſted, nor their Meetings held to ſuch in» 
tents, nor do procduceſuch effects as is alledged as the Reaſon 
of the Law; ſuch M2giſtrates fo perſwa-Jed, are noc obliged by 
their Oachs co ſupprets ſuch Weerings, nor toinfiit penalties 
and punithments upon tle pe:ions of them which do fo meet 


to2ether, 
Xl. Buc wethe people called Ozalers, have the Teſtimony 


of aclear Conlciencein the lig'it of God, concerning our in» 
nocency , and the uprightnets of our hearts in this particut- 
Jar , that what is ſuggeſted againit us, as the end or intent of 


our meeting together, never egtered into our hearts , neither 
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was ever ſuch effects WS 4 rough any occaſion by ns gi. 
ven; and in this caſe we appeal to the Conlſciences of all Ma- 
giſtraces in Erg/ard, yea even coourgreateſt Enemies, andco 
all the World, Whether everit were known , orcan be proved 
againſt is, That we defien any ſuch things our Meetings, or 
whether ({uch «ff:Ct5 have at any time been produced by rea. 
ſon of ſuch oh Meetings. Therefore we juige, That accord- 


- Ing to Reaſon and good Contrience we ovyht toenjoy our 


Meetings, and not havethem ſuppielt, nor we mauve £O lutfer 
11 oor Perfons or Eftates for fodo:ing. 

x! 1, Afazin, tNE Reaſon of the Law (which 1s the very life 
and being thereof ) ſuppoſeti, Ther tire peopie caiied Qua- 
b-rs dounely pretend to Religious Worlhp in chetrfaid Meecs 
119+, but thar the intent of thicir Meetings 15 the atiturbance 
of the publ.ke peace,c>:, which 1f ſoitis acknowledged it were 
very jitt and reaſonable, yea obloluely necefiiry tofuppreſs 
them; Lecaiife the Cuppretiing of them would tend co che pre- 
{orv4tio:, of the pubiiie peace and latety, 

XII. Theret: re 1c appears by the Reaton of the Law, That 
ir was not the intent ot them that madeticLaw, toſuppreſs 
Meetings that are indeed for Religious Worſhip, bur ſuch who 
onely pretend thereunto, and under ſuch pretences deiizn 
ſomething to the endangering of the publite peace: So thag 
A*c:tings which are indeed al in truth kept for Religious 
Worthip cowards G.Ud, free from all fuch evildeſigns and falt 
pretences, are not (-accordin; tothe Iicaton of cieLaw)to 
b: (uppreft, nor the perfonsio meeting, to be puniſhed, 

XIV. Then if che p2ople called O4:4es doreally and in+ 
rentionally meet in a way of Religious Worthip rowards God, 
according ro tie perfwalion of their Conſciences, free and 
clear from all tuch falſe precences, an.{ evil dejigns, and that 
their Veer inos Vo produce notuch bail eficctsas che Reaſon of 
the Law piovries againtt, then the Reaton of che Law being 
the root at foiindation, yea the life and being thereof, is 
no ageniit rm, nenner Bree Magittrate obliged by his oath 
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XV. Bur we tie people catled Quakers, are clear in our con- 
ſciences 1nthe lic ot che Lord, that our Meetings together 1s 
Bot under a pietcence of Religious Worlſhipgto diſturb che pub- 
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Nke peace, ortoendangerthe ſame, nor to hurt or injure any 
perſon whatſoever, either in life, limb, liberty or eſtate, nor to 
effright or terrifte chem; Luc in the fear of the Lord in reals. 
lity «nd intention of our hearts, to worſhip him in the ſpirit 
andin the cruth, according to the perſwalton of his holy (pi- 
ritin our hearts and conſciences, whereby we are drawn in de 
ſires after him, that we mighe come co the knowledge of him 
whom to know is life eternal, and might enroy his preſence i 
our ſou)s, which is more tous then all the giory of the World, 
and might know his Jeadings, and follow him who is the Cap» 
tain of our ſalvation, and Prince of Peace, who leads his pev- 
ple out of Caiknels, ang out of all unrighteouſneſs, and puts 
anendtoallitrite, and takes away tie occaltion of Wars, by 
{l:iying the luſt in che hearr, from whence Wars cometh; Who 
teacheth us tolove enemies, and roendeavourthegook of all 
people, and to feck to ſave mens hives, and not deſtroy ti.em, 
And this is the very end of cur meecing together, to wait UP 
onthe Lord to feel the operation of his holy Spirit in our 
hearts, thus to order our converfation,that we might dothar 
which is wel! plezling in his 1):t,parrd have the reſtimony in 
our hearts, that we are accepted of him, that we might live to 
his praiſe and giory, whois overall, Go befled for ever, 

XVI, Andit Magittrates aje this pertwated, and can this 
believe concerning the ground ary end of our Meetings, We 
hepethey wilnorthen juulgothemieives bound or obliged by 
tlicir Qaths to execute the Law upon us, becaule its contrary 
tothe Reaſon thereot: and we beiieve many ar this day are 
thus perſv.aced concert!” us, and weare conjivent, that for 

1cſe civers years Pall 5 lince we lhiave been of thus per- 

;afon, ard uilngiiltey from other pecpie by the Name of 

wahers, and mice iogethe eiter this manner, though there 
zath happened mat y anvgreat revoluyuons in the world, and 
eſpecially 11 tlit: lang wW.eremn we tive,yetitcannct be proved 
that we have intermedied with thoſe things. neither hath any 
ſuch thincs been ated orvceſioned by us, a: 1s fuggeſtcd , and 
as the reaion of the Lov provides vga, although our pro» 
Vocations tiiertunto hath been very great , and the cpportus 
nities of auvantace to r.ee our felves from our greet and in- 
necent ſifferings, v:ry Many. 

XVYiL Again, itisto he conſidered, that by the Law —_— 
1me 
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times in one and the ſame ation , the intent-and purpoſe 'oF | 
the mind, very much alters the caſe, und makes it more orleſs 
hainous; and che Reaſon of the Law doth proportion punifh- 
ments ſuitable ther2unto; yea, in the ſame caſes the very pur- 
poſe of the mind in one and the ſame ation, makes'tt robe a. 
cranſqgrefſion ina high nature, or no tranſgreſſion aralk” As for 
nſtance, The killing of any perſon, althigh che ation may 
eone and theſame, yet ic is tound either wilful Murder, or 
n-{laughter,accordivg to the purpoſe cf his mind thatcom. 
Ftced the Fa; and the Reaſon of the Law makes a differ. 
ence in the puniſhmenz, So alſoin the breaking open of a 
Houſe, if it be with a Felonious intent, to ſteal any thing 
oat of the Houſe, it is Burglary , which is death without be- 
nefic of the Clergy. But if a perſon break into a Houſe, or 
break down a Houle to ſtop or prevenc fireina Town or City, 
it i$no tranſgreſſion by the law, And here onely the intent of 
» the mind alters the cafe, although che ation be one and cl 
ſame. 
XVIII, So although the People called Quakers are found in 
. «tion of meeting together, yet foraſmuic!) as the intent of their 
minds is not to dotholſe things which the Reaſon of the Law 
provides againſt, which 1s expreſt in the Preamble thereof, ne1. 
ther can thoſe things be proved againſt them , norſuch effe&s 
everproduced by them; therefore the reaſon of the law doth 
not condemn them for meeting together, neitheraccording to 
Equity and good Conſcience ought they to ſuffer for ſo doing, 


T ne conſideration of theſe things ( though many more weighty Res 
fons might be gruen to plead our 11/7: fication ard indication in this me 
rer } may ſerve to convince av) that are entruſted with the Execatio 
that Law, that they are no more obliged by their Oaths , then they 
requ.red by the Act it ſelf. , to put it 1n execution upon 14, and th.1, 
Objettion communy made agaixſt 14, 15 fully anſwered, 
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Southampton the 18ch: of 
che $ch, Mon:tÞ, 1662, 


Robert Waſifield, 
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